Neospora caninum antigens recognized by mouse IgG at different stages of infection including recrudescence.
Western blotting was performed to analyze Neospora caninum tachyzoite antigens recognized by mouse IgG at different stages of infection including recrudescence. At the early stage of infection, a 36-38 kDa antigen was clearly recognized by the mouse antisera. After day 48 postinoculation, the signal of the 36-38 kDa antigen gradually weakened. Meanwhile, a 43 kDa antigen was intensely and continuously recognized from 48 to 125 days postinoculation. This 43 kDa antigen was clearly detectable with the antisera from the mice under immunosuppression. Sera from naturally infected cattle strongly reacted with the 43 kDa antigen. Therefore, the 43 kDa antigen may be useful for immunological reactions to detect infected animals except in the early stage of the infection.